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Greetings! 

 

I am excited to meet each of you and personally welcome you into our faith family here at            

St. Joseph Catholic Community. I too am relatively new to St. Joseph’s, accepting the pastoral     

position in July of 2023. Being welcomed into such an accepting 

and vibrant church has been a wonderful and rewarding            

experience and my hope it will be for you and your family as well.  

 

As an incoming priest to St. Joseph Catholic Community, I was 

touched by the welcoming staff and active faith community, the 

number of established small groups focused on faith and          

fellowship, the meaningful outreach and service programs offered, 

and the awe of the beautiful Historic Little Church and Parish  

Center. Even more so, I truly feel accepted and happy to be a 

member of this established caring community, a place I call home 

within the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis. 

 

I believe a pastor’s fundamental purpose is to help shape       

people’s understanding and image of God, who God is for them, 

and their relationship with God. I pray daily that I can provide you 

the ongoing support you need, providing you with a gentle but 

deeply transformative relationship with your faith and with Jesus.  

  

St. Joseph Catholic Community is a family of dedicated             

parishioners with diverse talents as they give witness to our   

Catholic faith with such generosity. Our love for God is lived out 

in the many ministries and activities this parish offers, as well as 

the ways individuals actively care for their neighbors in need.  

 

Again, welcome and thank you for making Saint Joseph Catholic 

Community your new faith home.   

   

Father Michael 
Fr. Michael Reding  

Join Us for Mass 

 Parish Center – New Hope 

   Sunday  10:00 AM 
   Tuesday    5:30 PM  
   Wednesday     9:00 AM  
   Thursday    9:00 AM  
   Saturday    4:30 PM  
   First Friday  11:00 AM (Monthly) 
 

 Little Church – Plymouth 
  Sunday    8:00 AM 

 Become a Member 
 Visit “I AM NEW” on our website: 
 stjosephparish.com, and complete a 
 New Member Registration, visit: 
 https://tinyurl.comSJCCWelcome,  
 or fill out a hard copy and return it to 
 the Parish Office. 

https://www.stjosephparish.com
https://tinyurl.com/SJCCWelcome
https://tinyurl.com/SJCCWelcome
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Welcome to Saint Joseph 

Whether you have become a new member or are just interested in our parish, we are happy to share information with 
you and answer any questions you have. In this packet you will learn about what makes our parish great for every age 
group. In addition, check out the Interest Inquiry located on our website under “I AM NEW” to find  activities and 
programs to help you get involved. We cannot wait to worship, grow and celebrate together with you. 

Please see our website www.stjosephparish.com for additional information regarding contacts for parish staff, and 
locations, dates and times of programs listed in this packet. The website also features many opportunities to get    
involved, and ways in which we can serve you. Welcome! 

St. Joseph Catholic Community 
Mission Statement 

 

 

To foster a spirit-filled 
faith community 

united in Jesus Christ, 
we share who we are 

and what we have received 
through our worship of God, 

the nurturing of faith,  
and outreach  in service 

and justice. 
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https://www.stjosephparish.com/membership
https://www.stjosephparish.com
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Parish Contact Information 

Church Locations 

Parish Center:  8701 36th Avenue N., New Hope, MN  55427 

  Historic Little Church:  13015 Rockford Road, Plymouth, MN  55441 

   
Parish Center Office 

Hours:  Monday-Thursday 9:00am - 3:00pm* and Friday 9:00am - 2:00pm* 
The Parish Office is located on the upper level of the Parish Center 

 

Phone Number:  763.544.3352  
    Fax Number:   763.544.3435 

 

Parish Email:  communications@stjosephparish.com 
(see staff contact information for individual ministry leads) 

 
*Building hours vary according to scheduled activities. 

Check Out Our Website 
 

Our website is the best resource for providing you all information in one place. We have many resources for     
learning more about Catholicism, pages for worship, faith formation, serving, supporting and connecting. We also 
have links to the weekly bulletin, daily scripture readings, Mass and reconciliation times, Eucharistic adoration, news, 
and upcoming events. Please visit:  www.stjosephparish.com.         

 
Get Connected 

 
Interested in what's going on at St. Joseph and how to get involved? Easy! 

Add your email and/or mobile phone to Flocknote, our internal parish email and communications forum and      
subscribe to groups of your interest. You'll receive informational emails or texts that inform, inspire, and invite you 
to events without having to download an app or register a password, opting in or out as you please.  

Signup:  stjoesnewhope.flocknote.com or complete the "Connect with St. Joe's!" info on our website homepage. 

 
Social Media 

 
You Can Find Us in Many Ways on Social Media 

 
Facebook:  St. Joseph Catholic Community, Plymouth & New Hope, MN (@StJoeNewHope) 

Instagram:  www.instagram.com/stjoenewhope | @stjoenewhope 

YouTube:  SJCCMN | or visit our website 

Website:  www.stjosephparish.com 

http://www.google.com/maps/dir/45.0205775,-93.3915749/@45.020578,-93.391575,14z?hl=en-US
http://www.google.com/maps/dir/45.0283115,-93.4462791/@45.028312,-93.446279,15z?hl=en-US
mailto:communications@stjosephparish.com
https://www.stjosephparish.com/
https://stjoesnewhope.flocknote.com/
https://www.facebook.com/StJoeNewHope/
https://www.instagram.com/stjoenewhope/
https://www.instagram.com/stjoenewhope/
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Information:  www.stjosephparish.com/prayer-opportunities 
 
 
 

Prayer Groups:  Join Us Whenever You Can 
The Centering Prayer Group—Focus is on reading a Scripture passage followed by prayer centered on the passage. 
Tuesdays at 7:00am—7:30am at the Historic Little Church. 
 

The Cenacle of Prayer for Priests meets at 8:30am - 9:45am in the Parish Center Eucharistic Chapel on the first  
Sunday of the month to pray for priests and their needs.   
 

The Rosary Group meets at 9:30am before the 10:00am Mass at the Parish Center every week. 
 

Individual Prayer 
The Parish Center sanctuary is open for quiet, peaceful prayer, Tuesday 9:30am to 2:00pm in the Parish Center.  
 
Eucharistic Adoration 
You are invited to pray before the Blessed Sacrament, Wednesdays 9:30am to 2:00pm in the Parish Center.  
 
Prayer Line, Prayer List, and Prayer and Mass Intentions  
We come together as a community and pray for parishioners, friends and relatives of those who are sick or have 
passed, at Mass, in person and online. Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/prayers. 
 
Vespers Service of Remembrance  
Annually in Fall, a service is held for family members and friends of deceased loved ones. All are welcome. 
 
Memorials  
Flower memorials are offered during the Christmas and Easter seasons and bring light and beauty to our sanctuaries 
in remembrance of our loved ones who have passed. 

Liturgy and Prayer 

Parish Center – New Hope  Historic Little Church – Plymouth 
 

Sunday     10:00 AM   Sunday 8:00 AM 
Tuesday       5:30 PM  
Wednesday       9:00 AM  
Thursday       9:00 AM  
First Friday     11:00 AM (Monthly) 
Saturday       4:30 PM  
 
Accommodations: Elevators are available in both church locations. 

 Assistive Hearing Devices are available at the Parish Center. 

 Childcare is available at the Parish Center (check the schedule). 

Mass Times 

Prayer and Reflection 

https://www.stjosephparish.com/worship
https://www.stjosephparish.com/worship
https://www.stjosephparish.com/worship
https://www.stjosephparish.com/pray-opportunities


 5 

 

Music Ministry 

 
St. Joseph Liturgical Choir 
No experience is necessary to join the choir. The only requirements are a love of music and the ability to spread joy 
to those around you. Music is not a natural-born talent that some people possess and others do not. Music is a skill 
that is acquired through time, dedication, and risk-taking. Our choir is a place where all voices are welcome and  
cherished, no matter their experience level. Our choir is built on a foundation of community and seeks to minister 
through joy. This is a place to grow your voice and take your love of music to new heights. We look forward to    
overflowing the choir area with joyful noise and music of all styles. St. Joseph’s Liturgical Choir rehearses Wednesday 
nights from 7pm-8:30pm at the Parish Center - come as you are able and bring a friend! 
 
Children’s Choir 
Children’s Choir is open to students in grades two-five with a love of singing beginning each fall to sing at the  
Christmas Eve Parish Center Mass. Rehearsals take place during November and December, with a dress rehearsal 
Christmas Eve morning. We are beyond excited to hear their angelic voices at Christmas Eve Mass. 
 
Festival Choir 
Festival Choir is a parish-wide invitation to sing for Christmas, Easter, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, and other special 
Masses. Rehearsal is limited to immediately before Mass with no pressure to join on a weekly basis. The music is easy  
and accommodating to those who do not feel comfortable with tackling expanded choral music. All generations are 
invited, making Festival Choir a great opportunity for entire families to sing together. 
  
Cantor Ministry 
Cantors lead the assembly in sung prayer at weekend and holy day liturgies. Cantor training sessions are available  
seasonally and are open to anyone. Whether you are an experienced singer or are seeking a way to support the  
community you love through song, cantor ministry is a volunteer ministry for all. Music reading is not necessary to  
be an excellent musician.  
 
Instrumentalists 
Musicians who are skilled in an instrument are invited to share their music at Mass. Youth who are interested in our 
Mass training program are especially encouraged to step forward. The Mass training program for young musicians is 
an “ease-in” style where musicians can get comfortable with a small number of songs during Mass and gradually 
work up to playing the entire Mass when they are ready and comfortable. 
 
Soundboard Ministry 
These ministers assist the music ministers in set-up and take-down of all sound equipment for music ensembles,   
including microphones, monitors and stands, and operate the sound board during liturgies. Training is provided    
and open to all. This ministry is especially suited for those who have a love of technology. 
 
Small Ensembles 
A variety of different ensembles are available and always welcoming to new faces and voices of all ages. 

Music Ministry 
Staff Contact:  Open Position, Director of Liturgy & Music  
Webpage:  www.stjosephparish.com/music-ministry 
 
There are many opportunities for music ministers (vocal and instrumental) to be involved in sung prayer at St. Joseph 
Catholic Community. Below is a listing and description of each of music ministry opportunity. You are invited and 
always welcome no matter your age or prior experience. 

https://www.stjosephparish.com/music-ministry
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Art, Environment, and Plant Care 
Participate in decorating the sanctuaries for liturgical seasons, including Christmas, Holy Week, Easter and Pentecost.  
Plant Care ministers (Green Team) take turns watering, fertilizing and caring for green plants and altar flowers on a 
rotating basis. 
 
Eucharistic Ministry 
Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist distribute Holy Communion to our parishioners in a reverent manner.     
Commitment is at least once per month at the Mass time of your choosing. Ministers must be confirmed Catholics.   
A short training is provided. 
 
Lector Ministry (All Ages Welcome) 
Ministers of the Word proclaim the scripture readings of the day, lead the Prayers of the Faithful, and read  
announcements at Mass. Training is provided and scheduling is flexible. Youth, adults, and families are all welcome 
and invited to serve in this ministry and families can be scheduled together. 
 
Mass Coordinator 
Mass Coordinators ready the altar, lock and unlock doors, facilitate collections, organize Eucharistic ministers for    
distribution of Communion, greet parishioners, and perform other tasks required for Mass. 
 
Mass Hospitality 
Serve coffee and donuts after 10am Sunday Mass September through May, and greet parishioners and visitors as 
they arrive for liturgies. This may be combined with Eucharistic Ministry.  
 
Projector Ministry 
Our Parish Center Masses utilize projection technology to support assembly participation. Projectionists turn on 
equipment, "point and click" the computer mouse and follow a guide to all songs and prayers at the 4:30pm Saturday 
and 10:00am Sunday Masses. This simple but crucial task is particularly good for families, whose members can share 
the commitment and sit together during Mass. 

 

 

 

Liturgical Ministries 
Liturgical Ministries 
Staff Contact:  Open Position, Director of Liturgy & Music  
See www.stjosephparish.com/liturgical-ministries for more information and session availability 
 
Please consider assisting as a liturgical minister at Saturday evening, Sunday morning, or weekday Masses. Every 
Mass requires volunteer service to ensure the liturgy runs smoothly. You and your family members of all ages are 
welcome to serve St. Joseph Catholic Community in the various roles listed below. No experience is necessary and 
training is provided. The really great part about serving is you can choose which weekend(s) work for you. If          
interested, please complete the Liturgical Inquiry Form found in the Links section of the website, or contact our     
Director of Liturgy and Music to discuss your questions and establish a schedule that works for you. 
 
While recognizing that all people take part in the liturgy, liturgical ministers serve in a special way to plan, organize, 
and implement a vibrant, dynamic, and prayerful celebration. Liturgical Ministry strives to fulfill the Second Vatican 
Council's mandate to foster the full, active, and conscious participation of the faithful at Mass. 
 
There are many opportunities for people to become involved in Liturgical Ministries. Some ministers serve on a 
weekly basis, some once a month and others serve on an "as needed" basis. Liturgical ministers are asked to arrive   
at church no later than 30 minutes before Mass to manage all setup procedures. 

https://www.stjosephparish.com/liturgical-ministries
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Sacramental Preparation 

Baptism  
Preparation helps parents understand the meaning of the sacrament and the ritual involved. Classes are held 
throughout the year. Participants attend one class.  
Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/baptism 

First Reconciliation  
Preparation classes help parents and children understand the healing power of this sacrament. Parents attend two 
formation sessions alone and two with their child, typically during Lent. Reconciliation is celebrated during the fourth 
preparation session.  
Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/reconciliation 

Order of Penance / Reconciliation 
Penance is a sacrament of healing and conversion, allowing progression in life, a reunion of the community of       
believers growing in relationship with God, and moving from a state of sin to a state of grace together. Communal 
penance is offered twice a year. Individual reconciliation is also available weekly and by appointment with the pastor. 
Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/penance 

First Eucharist  
Preparation classes help parents and children understand the mystery of this sacrament as well as prepare children  
to receive First Communion. Each participant and their parents attend four classes in January. The sacrament is      
celebrated in the spring.  
Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/eucharist 

Confirmation 
Confirmation preparation is a two-year program for high school students, generally beginning in 9th grade. Those 
desiring to receive Confirmation are asked to attend On the Rock, our high school youth ministry program, for two 
years as a way to grow in their discipleship before receiving the sacrament. Youth also attend a weekend retreat    
and a four-week course offered in the spring of their second year that focuses specifically on Confirmation.           
Participation in parish service events also is encouraged.  
Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/confirmation 
 
Marriage  
Using the PREPARE program, engaged couples discover their strengths and growth areas over six sessions while   
preparing for their upcoming wedding. Marriage preparation also includes Marriage Mentoring to help equip      
couples for a happy, healthy marriage by teaching vital communication and conflict resolution skills, reflecting on  
real life experiences. Find out more about marriage sessions, venue, catering and other logistics. 
Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/marriage 
 
Order of Christian Initiation (OCIA) 
The process in which the beliefs, practices and spirituality of the Catholic faith are presented to those who are  
considering becoming Catholic and joining St. Joseph. The OCIA process is held September through May. 
Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/OCIA  

Sacramental Preparation 
Staff Contact:  Cole Epping, Director of Children & Adult Faith Formation  
See www.stjosephparish.com/learn for more information and session availability 
 
St. Joseph Catholic Community takes great care in preparing people to receive the sacraments in an engaging and 
age-appropriate manner. We love walking with you on your faith journey. 

https://www.stjosephparish.com/learn
mailto:cepping@stjosephparish.com
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Children’s Catechesis 
Children’s catechesis assists children in Grades 1 - 5 begin their formation in the beliefs and practices of the Catholic 
Church. Elementary grade classes meet throughout the school year.  
Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/catechesis 

Vacation Bible Camp / Family Fellowship 
Each summer, youth of all ages learn about God’s love through games, song and activities. Preschool through grade 
five attend with older youth and adults serving as leaders. Themes vary year to year. There is typically a social       
outreach project during the week and a closing celebration. Mass is incorporated. Registration for this fun-filled week 
occurs in the spring.   
Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/vbs 

Preschool and Elementary School Catechesis 
Staff Contact:  Cole Epping, Director of Children & Adult Faith Formation 
See www.stjosephparish.com/learn for more information and session availability 
 
Faith Formation is the process of transmitting the Gospel message, the good news of Jesus, as the Christian        
community has received it, understands it, celebrates it, lives it and communicates it. It is a ministry of teaching and 
forming. We form disciples so they may be closer to Christ and have a “living, conscious and active faith.”   

Middle School Youth Ministry 
Staff Contact:  Larry Thomas, Director of Youth Ministry 
Information:  www.stjosephparish.com/intouch 
 
Middle School Youth Ministry at St. Joseph helps teens form lasting and fruitful relationships with Christ and the 
Church. Our goal is to respond to young people wherever they are on their journey of faith. 

IN TOUCH – Middle School Faith Formation Program 
The Core Team and the Director of Youth Ministry facilitate all Sunday evening sessions of our middle school         
program, IN TOUCH. Eighth grade peer ministers begin serving in their ministry by helping facilitate small group    
discussion. Each IN TOUCH session is designed to educate youth about the Catholic faith. Each session includes time 
focused on the evening’s topic as well as time for activities and discussion. IN TOUCH sessions are held Sunday     
evenings throughout the year, including summertime. 

Middle School Core Team 
This is a group of adults and eighth grade youth recruited to consult and advise the Director of Youth Ministry and   
to facilitate sessions with middle school youth Sunday evenings from September through May. 

 

Faith Formation 
For the whole community 

https://www.stjosephparish.com/catechesis
mailto:cepping@stjosephparish.com
https://www.stjosephparish.com/intouch
mailto:lthomas@stjosephparish.com
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Youth Ministry Events 
Throughout the school year, St. Joseph offers several annual events for the purpose of getting youth together to    
build community, to serve, to get to know Christ and have fun together. Events like the Fall Festival, Sleep-out for          
Homelessness, Liturgical Ministry Opportunities, Super Service Saturday, and the MAYHEM Ultimate Lock-In provide 
wonderful experiences for youth. Most events are open to both middle and high students. 

Retreats 
Retreats are offered each year such as: 1) The Mystery Retreat which uses a secular theme and participants unveil the 
spiritual themes associated to that theme during the weekend. This winter off-site retreat is open to all youth grades    
6-12. It is hosted by the middle and high school youth directors and facilitated by middle and high school peer        
ministers.  2) Grade 10 Confirmation Retreat, led by the high school Core Team, usually on Super Bowl weekend.          
3) Grade 9 Confirmation Retreat led by NET Ministries, typically in April, and 4) Middle School Youth Retreat, typically  
in spring, facilitated by the Peer Ministry Team as a fun on-site retreat.  

Peer Ministry Team 
The Peer Ministry Team is a group of youth, grades 8-12 who either have been recruited or volunteered to take a    
leadership role in youth ministry programming. Grade 8 students serve on the Middle School Core Team and the high 
school members serve on the High School Core Team. They also are encouraged to lead retreats and take on          
leadership roles as needed. The Peer Ministry Team has a monthly meeting dedicated to group and skill-building. 

Mission Trips 
These six-day opportunities allow youth to get away from the busyness of everyday life and focus on faith. The week  
includes prayer, service in the host community, and community-building. There are both a middle school and a high 
school mission trip offered. 

 

Faith Formation 
For the whole community 

High School Youth Ministry 
Staff Contact:  Larry Thomas, Director of Children & Adult Faith Formation 
See www.stjosephparish.com/ontherock for more information and session availability 
 
In high school youth ministry at St. Joseph, we strive to connect faith to what teens are experiencing in their lives    
by offering many different ways for them to experience the Church. Our adults and peer ministers build relationships 
to make this connection. We are so blessed to be able to minister in this vibrant community. Join us! 

On the Rock (OTR)- High School Faith Formation Program 
This weekly program runs year-round to help prepare young people for living discipleship by addressing their      
spiritual needs and are based on the weekly scripture readings. Our curriculum includes monthly Sunday evening 
Masses for students (and families) to learn the meaning, structure and participation of the Mass. Core Team and Peer 
Ministers help design and facilitate the sessions. OTR serves as the majority of our Confirmation preparation. See 
Confirmation in the Sacramental Preparation section for more information. 

Core Team 
The Core Team is a group of adults and peer ministers who plan, design and facilitate all On the Rock sessions with 
the aid of the Director of High School Youth Ministry. Broken up into groups, each leads sessions during the school 
year. We love adding new people to the Core Team.   

Youth Ministry Events and Peer Ministry 
The easiest way to build community is to attend youth ministry events. These events help provide faith experiences 
away from distractions. Youth really get to know one another and Christ. Try one out! 

https://www.stjosephparish.com/ontherock
https://www.stjosephparish.com/peer-minister-1
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Archdiocesan Requirements for Volunteers Working with Children 
Staff Contact:  Larry Thomas,  Safe Environment Coordinator 
Information:  www.stjosephparish.com/virtus 
 
The Archdiocese requires all adult volunteers who work with children and all employees to attend a 3-hour live   
training session called Protecting God’s Children. In addition, each volunteer is required to complete a background 
check, complete the Code of Conduct Training, sign a Code of Conduct and complete the training for Reporting      
Suspected Child Abuse. The trainings and background check are to be completed before a volunteer or employee is 
allowed to begin ministerial duties. 

The Archdiocese also requires a Personal Safety Lesson to be taught to all children/youth registered in our programs. 
Anyone who fails to attend the scheduled Personal Safety Lesson is required to attend a make-up session. The material 
used for these sessions teaches the basic information covered in the 3 hour Protecting God’s Children training and is 
adjusted to be age appropriate. 

We have a listing of hotlines and websites for those seeking personal or family assistance, or would like to report 
concerns. Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/support-programs. 

Lenten Renewal 
An annual tradition at St. Joseph, parishioners set aside time to participate in “Lenten Renewal.” People gather in 
small groups once a week for the six weeks of Lent to reflect on their faith, pray, reach out in service and open   
themselves to God’s grace and love. 
Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/renew 

Men’s Scripture Group 
Join the Men’s Scripture group to enliven your faith and support other men in your life journey. The group meets  
early Thursdays mornings at the Historic Little Church. Come any Thursday morning and check it out. 
Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/sjcc-men 

MOMS Group  
Come together with a small group of women twice a month September through May to study scripture and teachings 
of the Catholic Church, to pray together for our families, and to lift each other up on our faith journeys. Childcare is 
provided in the parish nursery. Cost: Free will donation toward cost of the book. 
Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/moms 

Young Adults Group  
Join a fun group of young adults (single, married, married with children) who meet one to two times a month for   
Bible studies, game nights, book clubs and social justice and service opportunities. 
Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/young-adults 

 

Faith Formation 
For the whole community 

Adult Education and Spirituality 
Staff Contact:  Cole Epping, Director of Children & Adult Faith Formation 
See www.stjosephparish.com/learn for more information and session availability 
 
The purpose of the Adult Education and Spirituality Ministry is to provide opportunities for adults to continue    
learning more about their faith and to reflect on and live a Christian lifestyle in community. 
 

Small Christian communities are made up of a small group of people who gather together to reflect on their faith,   
to pray together, to discern how to apply Gospel values to their lives, to support one another in their life journeys 
and to reach out in service to the wider community.   
 

“Faith is a flame that grows stronger the more it is shared and passed on.” – Pope Francis 

10 

https://www.stjosephparish.com/learn
mailto:lthomas@stjosephparish.com
https://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/productsandservices.cfm#pgc
https://www.stjosephparish.com/learn
mailto:cepping@stjosephparish.com
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Social Groups and Events 

Annual Fall Festival 
Each fall, parishioners and the surrounding community gather at St. Joseph to celebrate our annual Fall Festival.     
This parish fundraiser includes a Saturday kick-off Mass, dinner, concessions, beverages, games, bingo, bake sale,   
silent auction, raffle, wall of wine and live music. The festival concludes with Sunday morning Mass and a social gath-
ering. All are encouraged to attend and contribute to this parish-wide event. Committee chairs and volunteers are 
needed to help organize and run the event. 
Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/fall-festival 

Men’s Softball League 
Play on the St. Joseph Men’s Church League sponsored by the Crystal Recreation Department. Teams play Thursday 
nights, May through July. If interested in playing or subbing on a team: 
Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/softball 

Mixed Golf League 
Join other parishioners who love to be outside and play a fun nine holes of golf each week.  
Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/golf 

Marriage Celebration  
Each spring, St. Joseph holds a marriage celebration for married parishioners featuring Mass, candlelight dinner,     
renewal of vows and entertainment. Marriage Celebration team members also help plan and decorate for the event. 
Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/celebrate-marriage 

50+ Singles 
Are you one of our age 50 or better parishioners, single (widowed, divorced or not married)? One Sunday a month 
our group gathers for a social hour, dinner and entertainment at the Parish Center. This is a great way to meet people 
and have some fun.  
Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/50-singles 

Book and Card Clubs 
St. Joseph has active spiritual reading and social reading book clubs, and a bridge card club open to all. 
Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/bookscards 

Photography—Writers Group 
This group loves to capture written stories and quality photographs/videos of St. Joseph activities and events. 
Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/photography 

Knights of Columbus 
From the moment the Knights of Columbus were founded in 1882, charity has been our focus. We are men of faith 
and men of action. The four guiding principles of the Knights are charity, unity, fraternity and patriotism. All Catholic 
men are welcome to join us as we work to support charities and Catholic communities. Join the Knights! 
Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/kc  

Social Groups and Events 
See websites below for more information and session availability. 
As the Body of Christ, we gather as a church, united in faith and as a community. 

http://www.stjosephparish.com/golf
https://www.stjosephparish.com/connect
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Prayer Line and Emergency Line 
We encourage those with prayer requests, emergencies or Mass intentions either to call the parish at 763.544.3352,        
complete an online prayer request, or write them in the notebook by the Parish Center Chapel at any time. Prayer     
requests are included in the bulletin and read at each weekend liturgy. Notebook prayers also are included in every 
weekend liturgy and online as intentions of the whole community. Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/prayers. 

Funeral Ministry 
We meet with families to prepare the funeral liturgy, coordinate the planning details and follow through on the day  
of the funeral. We provide bereavement support as needed. We have cemetery plots and a beautiful columbarium 
available for interment at the Historic Little Church in Plymouth. Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/funerals. 

Pastoral Care Ministers 
These ministers are parishioners who have been trained in Stephen Ministry. Pastoral Care Ministers are available      
to partner with those of our community going through tough times, providing a confidential one-to-one visiting  
ministry extending presence, listening and prayer. Our Stephen Ministers also minister at funerals, nursing homes  
and hospitals. Visit www.stjosephparish.com/stephen-ministry. 

Homebound Eucharistic Ministry 
Volunteers bring the Eucharist and a connection to the parish while visiting those who are homebound. 

Home / Hospital / Nursing Home Ministry 
Schedule a visit or join the ministry that provides visits to those in care. 

Grief and Mental Health Supports  
Looking for a support group when experiencing grief over the death of a loved one? We offer both adult and family 
grief groups November through Easter. Annually, there is a candlelight memorial service for all who have died during 
the year. Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/support as well as www.stjosephparish.com/fireside-chats for helpful and  
informative videos. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Are you someone who knits or crochets and wants to share your gifts? Please join the Prayer Shawl Ministry who 
meet to create shawls for St. Joseph parishioners experiencing challenges like chronic illness, surgery, death of a loved 
one, cancer treatments, etc., as well as those experiencing joyful times like the birth of a baby or a union of marriage. 
Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/prayer-shawls 

Sacrament of Anointing 
Upon request, individual Sacrament of Anointing is provided to those who are ill or dying. Twice yearly there is also a  
communal anointing held at the Parish Center. Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/anointing. 

Funeral Luncheon Ministry 
Volunteer groups provide meal hospitality for families after funerals as well as provide desserts for luncheons. 

St. Joseph Reps  
A group of caring women who provide social outreach to others in times of grief or need. They build community 
within our parish and strive to love our neighbor as God loves us and live our faith while serving others. New Reps  
are always welcome. This group meets the third Thursday of the month between September and May and serves 
meals at funerals, hosts service projects and special collections, bake sales and other fundraisers, etc.  
Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/sjreps 

First Friday Mass & Luncheon 
The First Friday of most months, we gather for the 11:00am Mass followed by a meal, providing an opportunity to        
socialize with other members of the community. Open to all in the parish. 

Pastoral Ministry 
Pastoral Ministries 
Staff Contact:  Pat Goetz, Coordinator of Pastoral Ministry 
See www.stjosephparish.com/support for more information and session availability 
 
Pastoral Ministry brings Christ’s compassion and a personal presence to people with emotional, mental, physical    
and spiritual needs, as well as helping volunteers recognize their gifts and empowering them to use these gifts in  
service of the community. People seek pastoral care for many reasons and transition times in life such as job loss, 
death of a loved one, any grief and loss, pre/post-surgery, changes in health, hospitalization, anxiety or depression  
or change in living situation, i.e. moving or entering a nursing or rehab center.  

https://www.stjosephparish.com/support
mailto:pgoetz@stjosephparish.com
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Social Outreach 

PRISM Food Shelf and St. Joseph have a long history, with PRISM’s founding roots beginning here in 1970.             
St. Joseph is a member of PRISM’s Faith Partner Board and financially contributes to PRISM each year as a part          
of the parish tithe. We support PRISM by collecting food and funds as well as school supplies and Christmas gifts. 
Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/prism 

KidPack 
St. Joseph is a founding member and financial supporter of the KidPack initiative in the Robbinsdale Area School   
District to address local food insecurity. Each school year, volunteers pack meals at the Parish Center and deliver them 
to local schools. All are welcome to help pack and/or deliver meals.  
Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/kidpack 

Feed My Starving Children Mobile Pack 
Since 2016, St. Joseph has joined northwestern suburban area churches to pack millions of meals as a part of the   
NW Metro FMSC Mobile Pack. This event is held yearly in the early winter months. All are welcome to sign up for a 
two-hour shift and help pack. Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/fmsc 

Missions, Inc. 
Support a wide variety of outreach services for those in need including programs to support behavioral health,   
chemical health and domestic violence services during food, funds and clothing drives. Volunteers can also engage in 
the Christmas and Birthday Gifts program for Mission Nursing Home residents located on Medicine Lake in Plymouth. 
Resident’s gift requests are given to volunteers who then purchase, wrap and bring a gift to the church for delivery.  
Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/missions-inc 

Blood Drives 
St. Joseph hosts blood donation drives throughout the year. All are encouraged to donate blood at St. Joseph events 
and/or any time at various area blood centers.  
Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/blood-drives 

Collection Drives 
St. Joseph collects many different items such as cellphones, eye glasses, ink cartridges, food and clothing for          
organizations that support people in our area.  
Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/collection-center 

Super Service Saturday 
This event allows parishioners of all ages to gather for a day of prayer, service and community building. We visit     
local service sites to do a variety of projects. All parishioners, family and friends are encouraged to get involved.  
Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/sss 

Habitat for Humanity Build 
Work alongside a coalition of northwestern suburban churches and Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity each summer. 
Youth 16 or older and adults of all skill levels are welcome to help make housing a reality for families in our area. 
Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/habitat 

Other Community Resources 
We partner with many community resources to provide food, prayer and care each month. Become involved and 
serve your neighbors in need. 
Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/support-resources 

Social Outreach 
Staff Contact: Roxana Bruins (Outreach Ministry Coordinator) 
See www.stjosephparish.com/connect for more information and session availability 
 
Social justice and outreach provides opportunities for parishioners to serve in the local community, focusing on       
immediate needs, while also working to change the root causes of injustices. 

https://www.stjosephparish.com/serve
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Parish Councils and Committees 

Parish Councils and Committees 
Staff Contacts:  Father Michael Reding, Parish Pastor; Dean Rademacher, Parish Director  
To ensure the parish continues to grow with its members, we have established councils to guide and committees     
to assist in managing programs. 

Stewardship and Giving 

Parish Pastoral Council 
The Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) is the guiding body of St. Joseph Catholic Community. The PPC exists to assist the 
pastor in all matters that affect the spiritual and material well-being of the parish. The role of the PPC is to nourish     
a parish environment which encourages achievement of the parish mission. The PPC is accountable for the                
development, evaluation, and communication of the parish mission and goals. Because the PPC is involved in the life 
and ministry of the church, all of its work includes and arises out of prayerful reflection and discernment. 
Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/parish-council 

Finance Council 
The Finance Council is a consulting body to the pastor. The council’s purpose is to identify, evaluate and implement 
(as required) financial policies and procedures that support the financial well-being of the parish. 
Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/finance-council 

Peace and Justice Commission 
This group provide opportunities for our parish to learn, discuss and engage in action on current issues we face each 
day. Building equity through action, we seek to do this work through our faith as Catholics with a prayerful focus on 
the principles of Catholic Social Teaching. Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/advocacy 

Respect Life Committee  
This committee promotes pro-life awareness and supports local pregnancy resource centers along with other         
pro-life organizations. St Joseph's Respect Life group also gathers to pray the rosary and has a short planning    
meeting after Mass. Visit: www.stjosephparish.com/respect-life 

Building and Grounds Committee 
This committee deals with the "nuts and bolts" of the parish property. Its members are knowledgeable in areas of 
construction, building trades, maintenance, heating and cooling, landscaping, plant care, etc. The primary work of the 
committee is to ensure a smooth-running facility while operating within budget. Each year the committee performs a 
"building audit." This is a careful look at all the facilities to assess the condition of the property. From this audit the 
committee produces a plan to repair and maintain the property. This plan is an essential piece of the annual       
budgeting process. The committee serves as a body of experts who advise the parish Business Administrator. 

Handy Angels 
If you are a person who likes to get your hands dirty helping with plant care inside and out, building improvement, 
such as painting, doing set-up for events, such as Christmas or the Fall Festival, then you are a perfect candidate to 
become a “Handy Angel.” This group shares their time and talent helping maintain church facilities for the many 
groups who use our church building every day. If you have a specific skill or simply want to help with a project, we 
would love your assistance. 

General Volunteer Ministry 
Administrative and hospitality assistance is very appreciated. Tasks include word processing, answering telephone 
calls, labeling, assisting with mailing projects, hospitality and other miscellaneous requests. 

Your generosity helps sustain our vibrant church! It takes a flock (our parishioners) to support and sustain our places 
of worship, the activities and events offered, and outreach programs which serve those less fortunate than ourselves. 
Together we get involved with ministries to enhance our community. We volunteer to make activities and events      
happen. We financially give to support the life of St. Joseph Catholic Community for which we are truly grateful. 
To become involved, please see our Stewardship and Giving webpage:  www.stjosephparish.com/give 

https://www.stjosephparish.com/about
mailto:trassmussen@stjosephparish.com
mailto:drademacher@stjosephparish.com
https://www.stjosephparish.com/give
https://www.stjosephparish.com/give
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Parish Staff 
 
Fr. Michael Reding, Pastor 
mreding@stjosephparish.com; 763.544.3352, x116 
Fr. Michael joined St. Joseph in July of 2023. He provides pastoral leadership for the mission    
and leadership of St. Joseph Catholic Community. Fr. Michael is from Red Wing, Minnesota      
and attended Wabash College in Crawfordsville, Indiana. Earning a degree in political science,    
he spent six years in business before entering the Saint Paul Seminary, School of Divinity at the    
University of St. Thomas. 
  
Fr. Michael was ordained a priest of the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis in May of 
1997. He has stayed in Minnesota and served as Associate Pastor at Transfiguration Church in 
Oakdale, Pastor at St. Bartholomew in Wayzata, Pastor at St. Thomas the Apostle in Minneapolis, 
Canonical Administrator at Carondelet Catholic School in southwest Minneapolis, and on the 
Board of Directors for Benilde-St. Margaret’s school in St. Louis Park.  
 

Deacon Bob Bramwell, Parish Deacon 
darlene.bramwell@gmail.com 
Deacon Bob, born and raised in Northeast Minneapolis, became the first deacon in his home  
parish of St. Joseph in 2007. Previously he served at St. Thomas the Apostle in Corcoran, was 
chaplain for the Gas Workers Union and ministered at St. Therese Nursing Home. Ordained by 
Archbishop John Roach on September 28, 1991, he has been a deacon for more than 30 years 
and assists the Pastor as needed. Deacon Bob and his wife Darlene raised six children and have 
many grandchildren. 
 

 
 

 
Dean Rademacher, Parish Director 
drademacher@stjosephparish.com; 763.544.3352, x110 
Dean serves St. Joseph Catholic Community as Parish Director. He enjoys accompanying one   
another as we serve each other and God united in Jesus Christ. Dean also loves to learn from  
others to serve well. He recently completed a certificate in Church Management through          
Villanova University and he is nearing completion of a master’s in ministry with a focus on Youth 
and Family Evangelization at St. John’s School of Theology and Seminary. Dean has strong      
connections to St. John’s, graduating in 1990 with a degree in organizational leadership, and  
dedicating himself as a Benedictine Oblate since 2015. In his free time he is loyal Packer       
Shareholder and blessed to spend time with his wife of 30+ years, Ellen, as well as his daughters 
Abbey and Caitlin. He celebrated the marriage of Caitlin and Mitch at St. Joseph in June 2022  
and acquired a wonderful son-in-law. GO PACK! 
 

 
 
Open Position, Director of Liturgy & Music 
The role of this position is coordinating liturgy and music, while coaching all musicians at  
St. Joseph with the goal of uplifting the community in song, and collaborating with the multitude 
of volunteers who make beautiful Masses possible each week.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:trassmussen@stjosephparish.com
mailto:trassmussen@stjosephparish.com
mailto:darlene.bramwell@gmail.com
mailto:darlene.bramwell@gmail.com
mailto:drademacher@stjosephparish.com
mailto:drademacher@stjosephparish.com
mailto:mbur@stjosephparish.com
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Parish Staff 
 
Cole Epping, Director of Children & Adult Faith Formation 
cepping@stjosephparish.com; 763.544.3352, x113 
Cole joined St. Joseph in 2019. He has a Master’s in Theology from St. John’s School of Theology  
in Collegeville, Minnesota and Bachelor of Arts in Theology and Sociology from St. Ambrose         
University in Davenport, Iowa. Cole also has a variety of other experiences including being a     
cantor, campus minister, docent for the St. John’s Bible, and graduate assistant for St. John’s 
School of Theology.   
 
 
 

 
Larry Thomas, Director of Youth Ministry, Confirmation, & Safe Environment Coordinator 
lthomas@stjosephparish.com; 763.544.3352, x138 
Larry joined the Parish staff of St. Joseph in August,1994. He serves as Director of Youth Minis-
try (grades 6-12) and Confirmation, and is the Safe Environment Coordinator. Larry was previously 
the Youth Minister for St. Peter and St. Joseph in Delano, MN from 1990-1994, and a youth worker 
at St. Joseph Church in Huntsville, Alabama from 1978-1990, Prior to his Youth Ministry experience, 
Larry was an autobody repairman. He is married and has two adult sons.  
 

 

 
 
 
Pat Goetz, Coordinator of Pastoral Care  
pgoetz@stjosephparish.com; 763.544.3352, x114 
As a pastoral care minister, Pat is present for the spiritual and emotional needs of parishioners as 
they face life challenges. She supports and trains lay volunteers in the areas of Stephen Ministry, 
First Fridays and homebound Eucharistic communion ministry. She is a Stephen Minister trainer 
and leader and coordinates with other area churches. Pat supports families as they plan funeral 
liturgies as well as bereavement follow-up, and facilitates the multiple aspects of funeral liturgical 
and hospitality arrangements. She facilitates prayer and emergency requests, the grief and loss 
support group and visits parishioners in hospitals and rehab centers. She leads communion       
services at area nursing homes. Pat is the staff liaison for the St. Joe's Reps and their ministries of 
funeral hospitality and PRISM Christmas gifting, as well as other activities. Pat received her        
theology degree from Creighton University in Omaha, NE and is a board certified chaplain serving 
at Methodist Hospital and Struthers Parkinson Center in their day program.  

 
Patty Neuville, Director of Communications, Marketing and Systems 
pneuville@stjosephparish.com; 763.544.3352 
Patty has directed communications, marketing and systems for the parish since the beginning      
of 2019. She has been an active parishioner of St. Joseph since 1997 and has held lead roles in   
Vacation Bible School, Fall Festival, St. Joseph’s Feast, Super Service Saturday, Lenten Renewal, and 
teaching youth ministries. Patty's background is in business/project management, mainly medical 
device manufacturing, Quality Systems, and Information Technology, an adjunct professor, and a 
Board Member and Business Director/Treasurer for several non-profit organizations. She also is 
very involved with the special needs community and coaches Special Olympics bowling, track and  
bocce. Her family includes her husband and four children, who enjoy her creativity in the kitchen, 
entertaining, and fun outside adventures. 
 

Donna Kranz, Pastor's Secretary, Bookkeeper, Wedding and Mass Intentions Coordinator 
dkranz@stjosephparish.com; 763.544.3352, x109 
Donna started working at St. Joseph in the fall of 1979 as the print room operator running copies 
and mailing out parish bulletins. After serving the parish in many roles, she now is the bookkeeper, 
secretary to the pastor, Mass intentions coordinator, and is responsible for helping engaged     
couples through the marriage process. She lives in Plymouth with her husband and enjoys reading, 
cooking and spending time with her three kids and five grandchildren. 

 

mailto:mgreving@stjosephparish.com
mailto:cepping@stjosephparish.com
mailto:lthomas@stjosephparish.com
mailto:lthomas@stjosephparish.com
mailto:pgoetz@stjosephparish.com
mailto:pneuville@stjosephparish.com
mailto:dkranz@stjosephparish.com
mailto:dkranz@stjosephparish.com
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Parish Staff 
 
Roberta Bakke, Database / Records 
rbakke@stjosephparish.com; 763.544.3352, x108 
Roberta joined St. Joseph in the summer of 2021 in the role of database/records management.  
She and her husband Gene moved from Duluth to Crystal in 2007. They have been members of    
St. Joseph since 2009. Roberta previously worked as senior teller at Associated Bank. She loves  
spending time with her friends, family and three wonderful children and her grandchildren.  
Roberta loves to read, travel, try new restaurants, explore new places and walk.  
She is excited and honored to be part of the St. Joseph staff. 

 
 
Lynn Kotecki, Administrative Professional 
lkotecki@stjosephparish.com; 763.544.3352, x100 
Lynn has been at St. Joseph Catholic Community since 2007 and works full time assisting the    
ministry staff. She especially enjoys creating posters and flyers promoting the many events held at  
St. Joseph and doing the weekly artistic layout for the church bulletin. However, the favorite part  
of her job is greeting, assisting, and talking with parishioners when they visit the office. She is a  
former Wisconsin Cheese Head born and raised, migrated to Minnesota in 1980, and now lives for 
the Purple (but still secretly maintains a soft spot in her heart for that other team)! 
She and her husband Dan live in Champlin, have three sons and five beautiful grandchildren. 
 
 
Kathy Sevaldson, Administrative Professional 
ksevaldson@stjosephparish.com; 763.544.3352, x103 

Kathy joined the parish as a part-time administrative support staff member in October 2021 after 
becoming a new parishioner in 2020. Her position involves serving parishioners and administrative 
staff. Kathy and her husband Dwight have lived around the country in a total of twelve locations. 
They are happy to say they are here to stay! They are blessed with a wonderful son and dear 
daughter-in-law who also are parishioners. You often see Jeff, her son, as part of the music ministry 
playing drums at Mass. Kathy enjoys discovering all things Minnesota, walking the lake trails,   
reading, concert-going and knitting. She is especially grateful and excited to be part of a vibrant 
staff and Catholic community and looks forward to meeting you!   
 
 
 
Lynn Sorenson, Administrative Professional 
lsorenson@stjosephparish.com; 763.544.3352, x103 

Lynn joined the administrative support team in January 2024. Her part-time position involves   

serving parishioners and administrative staff. Lynn is a graduate of Hill Murray High School and 

Metropolitan State University. She and her husband Clayton were married and both of their   

daughters were baptized here at St. Joes. Lynn retired from her job of 25 years, they sold their long

-time family home and moved back to this area. where they rejoined the parish this time as empty 

nesters. Lynn is a member of the St. Joe's Women's Rep group, Fall Festival Bake Sale chair and  

volunteered in the office before she was hired. Lynn and her husband have two married daughters, 

and are blessed with 6 wonderful grandchildren they enjoy going to Mass with them, volunteering 

at their school, and going to their sporting events. We are proud of our family and proud to be a 

part of St Joseph Catholic Community.  

 
 
 
 

 
 

mailto:jchatman@stjosephparish.com
mailto:jchatman@st.josephparish.com
mailto:lkotecki@stjosephparish.com
mailto:lkotecki@stjosephparish.com
mailto:lkotecki@stjosephparish.com
mailto:lkotecki@stjosephparish.com
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Parish Staff 
 
Katherine Byers, Children and Adult Faith Formation Coordinator 
kbyers@stjosephparish.com; 763.544.3352, x111 
Katherine joined St. Joseph Catholic Community in 2022 as a summer intern and transitioned to 
working part-time in 2023. She graduated with honors from the University of North Dakota with a 
B.A. in English and currently is assisting the Director of Children and Adult Faith Formation. When 
she is not working at St. Joe's, you can find her starting a new writing project, running after her 
niece and nephew, or curling up with a good book or show. Katherine looks forward to using her 
God-given gifts to serve St. Joseph. 
 
 
Lauren Shrank-Johnston, Childcare and Early Family Catholic Life Coordinator 
ljohnston@stjosephparish.com; 763-544.3352, x132 
Lauren joined St. Joseph Catholic Community as a parishioner in 2012 and served as an Elementary 
Sunday School Catechist for two years and as the Elementary Sunday School Coordinator from 
2015 until 2021. After a brief hiatus, in 2023 she took on a new role as the Noah's Ark Childcare 
and Early Family Catholic Life Coordinator. Lauren graduated from the University of St. Thomas and 
currently lives with her husband Nick and young children, along with their Yorkie-Cali. She enjoys 
spending time with family, reading, traveling and doing crafts.   
 
 
Jim Chatman, Building Services 
maintenance@stjosephparish.com; 763.544.3352, x141 
Jimmy has been a part of St. Joseph since October of 2002. He oversees the buildings and grounds 
of St. Joseph at both the Little Church and the Parish Center - "It's the people that keep me coming  
to work every day!" Jimmy is a sports enthusiast and loves spending time with his grandkids.   
 
 
 
 
 
Jim Forrest, Building Services 
maintenance@stjosephparish.com; 763.544.3352, x141 
Jim joined St. Joseph in Fall of 2017 and keeps St. Joseph beautiful inside and outside and          
operating smoothly. He is extremely handy and can fix almost anything! Jim loves being up north 
hunting and fishing in his free time.  
 

mailto:jchatman@st.josephparish.com
mailto:jchatman@stjosephparish.com
mailto:jchatman@st.josephparish.com
mailto:jforrest@stjosephparish.com

